
Intro: 
In The Civil Rights Act of 1968, America does move forward. And the bail of freedom rings out a 
little louder. 
 
Christina: 
Hi there. This is A Little Louder, a podcast for wonks, housers and rabble rousers where we talk 
about Fair Housing, Community Development, and how we can use these issues to the people 
power and work toward equity and justice. I'm Christina Rosales. 
 
John: 
And I'm John Henneberger 
 
Christina: 
And this is Episode Five. This is a landmark episode, John.  
 
John: 
And we're going to talk about landmark stuff in the landmark episode.  
 
Christina: 
That's right. So this episode is going to be a kind of a deep dive about some of our work in 
Lubbock and some of the great things that residents of Lubbock are doing. Hey, John, 
remember last year when we took our 15 member staff and swarmed Lubbock? 
 
John: 
Yes, and we are, I think, banned from Airbnb because somebody left too many beer bottles 
behind after we evacuated the house we stayed in.  
 
Christina: 
So I think my favorite part of touring Lubbock and talking to people was seeing all of the prairie 
dogs. They became a mascot of sorts for Texas Housers. 
 
John: 
The prairie dog is known by many people in West Texas is the sod poodle. 
 
Christina: 
Sod poodle. It was a mascot for us because we saw them digging holes and popping their 
heads out. And it reminded me about what we do at Texas Housers. We dredge things up from 
the depths of bureaucracy. And then, there are a lot of public officials out there who get pretty 
annoyed by us.  
 
John: 
And they're like the hawks and the coyotes, who the prairie dog must pop in the whole to the to 
hide from. 



 
Christina: 
So, john, what are you reading?  
 
John: 
So I'm so excited, Christina. I have a book that is a great book that I'm in into which is called 
Separate: the Story of Plessy v. Ferguson and America's Journey from Slavery to Segregation 
by Steve Luxembourg 
 
Christina: 
Tell me about it, what's so great about it?  
 
John: 
Well, so aside from being a topic that is obviously very germane to our type of work, it's filling in 
some really important gaps about this concept of "separate but equal" and the struggle of for 
equal rights, which began immediately after the Civil War and was undone by the Supreme 
Court in the 1890s by this Plessy decision. Plessy a was a mixed race creole in New Orleans, 
who attempted to board a railroad car in Louisiana, and occupy a seat in the White section of 
the railroad car, in violation of a separate but "equal" Louisiana statute. And the Supreme Court 
ultimately decided this case and decided that "separate but equal" was okay. That it was not a 
violation of the 14th amendment. It's a fascinating history of the parties involved. His attorney, 
an interesting guy, Albion Tourgee, a northern union soldier who went south during 
Reconstruction. Justice John Harlan, a Kentucky politician turned Supreme Court Justice 
appointed by President Hayes and Justice Henry Brown. These are two of the justices on 
different sides of the Plessy case and it's a fascinating story that covers the lives of these 
individuals over time and then brings them together around the Supreme Court's tragic decision 
over Plessy.  
 
Anyway, I highly recommend it. And I would also say that 150 years ago, the Congress passed 
and the necessary number of states ratified the 14th amendment. And for those who don't know, 
the 14th Amendment says that no state shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the 
privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States, nor deny any person within its 
jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws. And, you know, that's kind of what we are all about 
here at Texas Housers is trying to insist that the law as it is now, the equal protection of the law, 
the provision of equal infrastructure and decent housing and adequate drainage and public 
services and that is honored, something which is never been honored in this country. And I think 
it is personally inspiring to me to think that our work is part of this unfinished legacy of equal 
protection under the laws that people like Homer Plessy and and others have fought for for so 
long.  
 
Christina: 
Yeah, it's an important story because it's not seeing like civil rights in history. You know, we get 
educated about it, starting with Brown v Board or Rosa Parks, , even later than then Brown v 



Board. And I think that you're onto something that this is a story that should be seen and 
understood. Given the context of today, where civil rights and civil liberties are not enforced 
equally and where people absolutely feel like the laws are in the books, they should be 
enforced. Since they are in the books, people deny that there's a problem that people aren't 
given those liberties and equal protection?  
 
John: 
Exactly. And, you know, that's what we say all the time; the laws really not worth anything 
unless it's actually enforced. And that's the tragedy of the civil rights laws from the Civil Rights 
Act of 1866 to 1875, to 1964, with the public accommodations Civil Rights Act, and then 1968, 
with the Fair Housing Act, the tragedy of our country is that we pass these laws and we don't 
enforce them. And I think it's incumbent upon all of us to understand that what we're talking 
about is obeying the law. That's the starting point for equality, is to enforce and obey the existing 
laws. 
 
Christina: 
You started out with some heady stuff over here.  
 
John: 
I am so excited about this book. Christina, you got to read it.  
 
Christina: 
Okay. So I'll tell you about what I've been reading. It's not nearly that heady but it's pretty 
exciting. Reuters, the news service, they had a series called Ambushed at Home. And it was 
about the housing conditions that service members endure at military bases. So we're talking 
about mold, we're talking about lead and mice and rodents and insects in homes that service 
members are living in with their families, with their kids, and it's subsidized by the federal 
government. It's a great investigation. You should look at the multi-part series. The interesting 
thing that came out of it is that some lawmakers are talking about putting together a tenant bill of 
rights for service members. The series showed that service members don't have as many rights 
as even civilians do.  
 
And, you know, we know that civilians don't necessarily have great protections from landlords 
and from slumlords. It turns out that service members, they are caught in between powerful 
private landlords and inadequate tenant rights. And then on top of that, if they complain, there's 
this crazy hierarchy of their military administration in making things right. So I just thought it was 
interesting that this bill of rights to give tenants and military bases more protections, it's a great 
conversation to have. And it's something that shouldn't be reserved for military members. I 
mean, we talked with with tenants of subsidized housing at our work in Texas Housers and we 
hear about very similar conditions. And people are caught between a rock and a hard place. 
There is nowhere for them to turn to.  
 
John: 



I don't know if you know it, but I grew up in on military bases and lived in military housing, when 
I was young. From when I was born through 1964. And at the time, military housing was made 
was government-owned housing, it was maintained and built by the Defense Department. And 
what happened, subsequent to that, is that the housing was privatized. That in essence, the 
government contracted with various providers of housing to construct, and, in many cases, to 
maintain that housing. And abuses, lots of abuses have occurred. Many of the enlisted 
personnel don't have nearly enough money to be able to afford the rent decent housing in the 
private market, so they're forced into on base housing. So a Bill of Rights would be an essential 
thing for military personnel, in my opinion.  
 
Christina: 
just like in other kinds of subsidized housing, the Bill of Rights is a great start. But then we go 
back to laws and regulations and the enforcement.  
 
Both: 
Yeah! 
 
Christina: 
We're going to transition to our deep dive into some of our latest work in Lubbock. We will be 
talking to our Northwest Texas co-director Adam Pirtle, who has just had a great time making a 
home in Lubbock. He's from Fort Worth, he's lived all over, but he decided to add to make a little 
home in Lubbock for a time for this campaign. 
 
Adam: 
I'm Adam Pirtle, I'm the Northwest Texas co-director with Texas Housers. Lubbock is a very 
segregated city. In the east side, it is a predominantly African American neighborhood. The 
north side is predominantly Hispanic, and then there's a rapidly growing side of town on the 
southwest side of the city that is predominantly white. So, clear divisions between races and this 
started pretty much at the beginning of Lubbock history. In 1923, the mayor signed an ordinance 
that mandated that African Americans live on the east side of town, they couldn't live further 
west than Avenue C, which is now I-27, which bisects the city, north to south. And the black 
people couldn't live north of Avenue 16th. Those lines, if you look at the map of the city today, 
it's still pretty much the same thing.  
 
Lubbock started making land use plans in 1943. That's when their first land use plan came out. 
And in that plan, the city concentrated industrial zoning in the Black and Hispanic 
neighborhoods. 
 
Christina: 
What kind of industry is located near Black and Brown neighborhoods and what does that mean 
for the people who live there? 
 
Adam: 



In the east side there are two big cotton oil mill plants. It's really defined during the harvest 
season by huge pyramids of cotton seeds. Last year, during the cotton season, it was a very 
profitable season and they were seeds in the parking lots, in the rest of the acreage, and these 
seeds can blow into folks' yards get stuck in folks' air conditioning systems, quite a nuisance.  
 
John: 
Those seeds are actually stacked like as much as eight stories high out in the open, right? So 
when the wind blows, which it does a lot, up in the plains, that cotton seed blows all over the 
neighborhood?  
 
Adam: 
It sure does. And also the cotton oil mill lets off a lot of pollution. It kind of smells like old bacon 
grease, and it can let off an oily film that can mixes with the West Texas dust and can collect on 
people's cars, get caught up in air conditioning filtration systems. Folks are breathing this stuff in 
and just it's pervasive throughout the east side. You can basically go under I-27 and you can 
immediately start smelling this smell.  
 
Christina: 
So this plant has been there for for decades.  
 
Adam: 
Correct. 
 
Christina: 
And people have been dealing with the side effects of living near this plant. At what point did 
residents start to think that they can do something about this? 
 
Adam: 
Well, residents have been looking into this for a number of years. When I got there in October of 
2017, folks in Chatman Hill, which is the neighborhood right next to one of the plants called 
PYCO, were beginning conversations with the owner of the plant. He has claimed that he's 
building a multimillion dollar filtration system to cut down on the pollution, which is a good thing. 
But the dates of when the installation of this thing is supposed to happen keep getting 
pushback, Lubbock recently started undertaking an effort to revise their comprehensive land 
use plan. The last land use plan was created in 1986. This is called the Lubbock 2040 plan, they 
were going to look at land uses, look at disparities, come up with strategies, or at least we would 
hope that they were going to come up with strategies to try and fix some of the problems for the 
east and north side. 
 
So residents took this opportunity to get involved, went to tons of public meetings, brought up 
the fact that loves history has not been kind to their communities. That industry has continually 
been concentrated in their side of town and worked with Legal Aid of Northwest Texas to create 
a public comment, which they submitted to the city, which said let's create a buffer zone 



between our neighborhoods and industry. Let's think about industry contributing more to 
community development over here. If they're going to be here, let's make sure they'd be good 
neighbors. The land use plan was finally approved by city council at the end of last year. And 
many folks from East and North Lubbock told the city council their stories about dealing with 
pollution about their kids having problems with asthma. The city council didn't believe the stories 
that people brought to the table.  
 
Folks in east Lubbock have decided to monitor the air to take matters into their own hands, pick 
up the slack, where agencies like TCQ have dropped the ball. And they're applying for a grant 
from the Environmental Protection Agency to get up to $30,000 to purchase air monitors, to do 
education work so that they can get trained by folks at Texas Tech and other experts about 
environmental justice and environmental science, learn how to be citizen scientists,. monitor the 
air take and detailed records of pollution when it happens. Just get numbers behind these 
stories, so that they can bring it to council and change things for the better. I'm really proud of 
the work they did. I just have a tremendous amount of respect for the people I work with out 
there. 
 
Christina: 
Now we're going to hear from one of those residents Miss Deborah Ward, who lives in East 
Lubbock. 
 
Deborah Ward: 
My name is Deborah Ward and I live in the Chatman Hill district in Lubbock, Texas. I'm asking 
PYCO to stop putting the toxins on us. I know stuff has to go out into the air, but not like that. 
Just 8000 tons of toxin. You know, that's unreal. That's just like "I don't care. Well, we're making 
money. We don't care. They just need to move, if they don't like it over here, move." And that's 
the attitude that I feel like they have. And that's not fair to us. I went before the council and my 
husband when before the council and I told them: "Look. What would you do if it was your 
grandchild or your great grandchild that was inhaling this stuff."  
 
I wanted an answer and I didn't get an answer from anybody. It's like it went over their head. We 
have some wonderful guys that are working with us, and they have helped us to try to get grants 
and to get the filters to show exactly how much of that is coming into our homes. And then we 
will have proof to say "you're doing this to these people." With the help that Adam and his crew 
has given us, it's helped for making people realize what's going on. I'm just one person or one of 
my friends, Billie, she's just one person. We have to have a large community of people to stand 
up. Because if you just go up and say "Well, this is happening and this is happening."  
 
"Okay." 
 
And that's all we get is "Okay." 
 



We have to come together as a group. At least try. I would love to have an air monitor on my 
house so that I can show them PYCO how much toxins are coming into my house. That will let 
them know that we're sick over here. You're making us sick  
 
Christina: 
We'll hear from AJ McCloud who works in Lubbock and he's become a force, really, in 
organizing people in East Lubbock and some of some of his friends and neighbors and 
residents  
 
John: 
AJ took us on a tour of about three hours of the eastside of Lubbock where he grew up, and 
where he does work today with the kids at the high school and at the Boys and Girls Club over 
there. He's a truly remarkable guy who gives a lot back to the community. 
 
AJ: 
I'm AJ McCloud, the East Lubbock Community Alliance facilitator, and I live in Lubbock, Texas. 
In Lubbock, everything has grown and flourished and become a bigger city, except for East 
Lubbock. East Lubbock has one grocery store, has one fast food restaurant, is probably the only 
place in Lubbock, Texas that you can't get to a McDonald's within five minutes. There's no 
entertainment, no places for families to go. It's a ran down part of the city. If you drive through 
our East Lubbock neighborhoods, you will see so many vacant lots, abandoned buildings, 
abandoned houses, things that you would never see in any other part of Lubbock, Texas. And 
it's just because it's not cared about. The city doesn't care as much, because they don't have to 
deal with it. You think about the industry that's around it, as a city, I feel like we could change 
those things about improving some of those industrial zone in areas around the residential 
areas, but they don't have a reason to, because if the black people don't know about it, they 
don't care about it.  
 
And all of a sudden with the 2040 plan, and that's the main reason that I moved out of East 
Lubbock, because I don't want my kids suffering from some ailment that's caused by industrial 
zoning, when the city can't say that those health issues are from it but they cannot say that they 
aren't neither. I don't want to put my kids in that situation where, at the end of the day, they have 
some health concerns. If you look outside now 19th during some of the times that they're mining 
some of those PYCO seeds or they're moving some of those seeds you just see that fluctuation 
of dust. And in West Texas winds, it's always dusty, you can go see these mounds and mounds 
of seeds and my son and I will ride by and he'll be like "Daddy that one looks low today" and 
that was super high. And you'll just see mounds out with diesel trucks just in and out back and 
forth. The effects of that is... my son never had asthma, he played sports since he was four 
years old. And we lived in other parts of the city. But when he started playing baseball, five 
years old, six years old at MLK? That's when he start getting what doctors called it seasonal 
asthma at the time. But now that I'm realizing it, it may be just the environment that he was 
around. And what's crazy is that before the 2040 comprehensive plan? I would have never 
thought of that as being an issue. And so many people from East Lubbock probably never think 



about us having a cattle slaughtering feed lot right next to our neighborhood as well as that 
PYCO will cause us to have health issues. And before that, when we went to city council, it was 
so many stories about how the film on the cars and how the breathing was and how asthma and 
respiratory issues were. 
 
That came out and I was like, "Wow, I never even thought about that that can be the reason that 
my son was starting to have these asthma issues." Because, we live right in the heart where 
these companies are doing these things. With our EPA grant, we're trying to see if there is 
particular matter or if there's chemicals in the air, or if the air quality is not the same as the rest 
of Lubbock. We don't want to go in and start asking for changes when we don't have any proof 
that that's even an issue. With this grant, we are are using purple air monitors to kind of judge 
that, in that they're they're monitoring 24/7 on the air quality of what kind of chemicals and 
particular matter are going inside of our lungs as humans in his residence in East Lubbock. 
 
But we're also doing it Central Lubbock and in West Lubbock to compare and contrast to say: 
"Hey, this is what's going on. We're not making these numbers up. We're not putting these 
numbers together. This is what the data has shown." We're having residents go out and learn 
how to gather that air, so we just ship it off. And that way, we can get the exact scientific proof 
that the air quality is different than any other part of the city and maybe then we'll get somebody 
industrial zoning taken out of our area, and our residents can be afforded the same equal 
opportunities to even breathe the same air. Now that's just the beginning, I think as a company, 
I wouldn't want to put my company beside industrial zoning either. So if those companies are 
able to be uprooted or moved out slowly or some conversation, then I think that gives an 
opportunity for some growth in East Lubbock. But our city is moving so far west and it's like East 
Lubbock is left out of that.  
 
And if we can get this data and if this information is shown to city council, I think then they don't 
have a choice. But to do something about the matter and care a little bit about the matter. So we 
think if we're able to gather this information and it's done right, and it's done without bias and 
without our own opinion being put in it, but we're telling our story at the same time that city 
council has no choice but to show that they care about everybody in Lubbock and not just West 
Lubbock and not just the money part of Lubbock, but every kid in every person. 
 
Segregation did not end in 1960. It just stopped being a law. You look at Lubbock right now, you 
could see how segregated it is by looking at the map by going to the sides of town.  
 
John: 
You know, we've talked about there was this city ordinance that said that African Americans 
weren't allowed to live any place but East Lubbock that was passed when Lubbock was set up 
in 1923. And then we had a 1940s zoning ordinance that designated that that part of town would 
be where all the industrial zoning was. And then you had urban renewal come through in the 
60s, and then you had a tornado come through and wipe out a good part of the housing on the 
east side. And then they build an expressway that separated East Lubbock from the rest of 



town. And now you're, you're going through a process of where the city of Lubbock is looking at 
doing a new plan for zoning, and they're not responding to your requests that they remove some 
of that. Well, I guess my question is, does this make you a little discouraged about progress in 
Lubbock? 
 
AJ: 
Myself? I'm gonna keep fighting because there's gonna be a generation after me that -- even if it 
doesn't happen in my generation -- if I could do something to help it, I'm going to continue to 
fight for it, even though I may never see it. And I think that's the key in anything that I've ever 
tried to do and I'm ever trying to work for is that I try to build up something that even if I never 
see it, and I never hear about it, and it happened, because it started somewhere, I think that's 
the that's the progress that you always have to look for. 
 
Christina: 
So for our last segment, we had to bring in a special guest. We just hired a Communications 
manager and his name is Michael Depland. And he has a background in entertainment news so 
he's worked for MTV and Uproxx and Pitchfork and Billboard so he's probably the hippest 
person on staff.  
 
John: 
Which makes him an expert in our favorite topic: millennial speak. 
 
Christina: 
So we're going to play a game. Michael is going to quiz John and me on some of the the hip 
language that the coolest kids are using. John and I will buzz in. My buzz will sound like 
*BeepBeep*.  
 
John: 
And mine will sound like *ENHHHH* 
 
Christina: 
Thanks for being with us, Michael.  
 
Michael 
Yeah, it's great to be here. I think you're overselling my coolness. I'm definitely on the lower end 
of coolness.  
 
John: 
But in the context of this organization. You are way out there on the cool factor.  
 
Michael: 
Okay [laughs] Are you ready for your first word? 
 



Christina: 
We're ready. 
 
Michael: 
Your first word is curve. 
 
Christina: 
I have no idea, do you, John? 
 
Michael: 
It's a verb. I will say that. 
 
John: 
*BUZZ*  
It's to deflect somebody's attention away from you. 
 
Michael: 
I'm sorry that's not the right answer.  
 
John: 
Okay, you get to steal.  
 
Christina 
Okay. To totally change the subject? 
 
Michael: 
That's close, but I can't give it to you.  
 
Christina: 
Okay. Tell us what it is.  
 
Michael: 
So to curve someone to reject them. So if someone wants something from you or ask 
something of you, and you flat out ignore them or you embarrass them, you'd say "Oh that 
person, they totally curved me." You don't want to be curved. The second word is "glow up." 
 
Christina: 
*Beep beep* Okay, I will take a wild guess and say like someone is is calling your phone so it's 
glowing? 
 
Michael: 
No 
 



Christina: 
It's not blowing up your phone like glowing up. No? 
 
Michael: 
No that's not right. 
 
John: 
Glow up. I'm stumped. But I have to point out that she's less than half of my age, so I can still be 
cool and not know. 
 
Michael: 
A glow up is when someone dramatically increases quality or someone goes from you know 
"zero to hero" basically like if someone gets a new job. And you say "oh wow, that's quite a glow 
up," that you did. It's like you're now brimming, you're illuminating.  
 
John: 
So the Texas Housers podcast is an example of Christina's glow up.  
 
Michael:  
Yeah, there's one part of her major glow up and, you know, it' showing. I know it's not showing 
over audio format on a podcast But it's a major glow up. 
 
Christina: 
John is not capable of a glow up because he's already kind of a big deal.  
 
Michael 
Yeah, you can't glow up anymore when you're already at the top.  
 
John: 
I just self glow all the time. 
 
Michael 
Okay, 0 for 2. I hope you can get the third one. Your third word is extra. 
 
Christina: 
We both know that. We talked about extra on episode one of our podcast. And basically it's just 
someone a little special. John is always extra like today when he talked about Plessy versus 
Ferguson and gave us a really exciting description, he was being pretty extra.  
 
Michael: 
Okay, that is correct and using it in sentence and everything. Christina there you go you've won. 
 
Christina: 



A glow up over here. 
 
Michael: 
Yeah a major glow up during this little game! 
 
Christina: 
Thanks Michael for increasing the coolness factor of John and me and all of our listeners.  
 
Michael: 
Thank you for having me. 
 
Christina: 
Alright, well that's it for the show today. As always you can find us at Texashousers.org or follow 
us on Twitter @Texashousers. And thanks for listening everybody.  
 
John: 
And JT is going to take us out right?  
 
Christina: 
That's right. And JT Harechmak does the bump music and our last song.  
 
John: 
So such a talented group of people here. 
 
Christina: 
Take us out JT. 
 


